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he famous adage that history is written by the 

victors may have become a truism, but the voices 
of conquered people have never been fully silenced— 
rather, we may not have been interested in hearing 
them. All too often, historiography (by no means lim- 
ited to Byzantine studies) has focused on great-man 
histories, impersonal studies of societies, or the “longue 
durée,” all modes that diminish the importance of sub- 
jective individual experiences of people who were not 
great or who were not men. 

This symposium therefore aimed to refocus the 
collective scholarly gaze of Byzantinists away from the 
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victors in war and toward the vanquished; away from 
heroes and rulers and toward victims and casualties; 
away from the political, economic, historical, and social 
causes of war and toward the personal and subjective 
experience of it; away from the insistence of dominant 
voices and toward the recuperation of marginalized ones. 

Bringing together twelve specialists in literature, 
history, art history, and contemporary cultural theory, 
this symposium sought to better understand both 
how Byzantines themselves understood being con- 
quered and, as importantly, what being conquered in 
Byzantium can mean for us now. 
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